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among the Oumiamis,® has the name of the Guardian
Angel. Below the lakes which have been mentioned,
above Florida, the Ilinois roam through most exten-
sive territories. There, a very large station, named
from the immaculate conception of the Virgin Moth-
er, is divided into three Missions, and extends as far
as the river Mississippi. Upon the banks of the
same river is situated the mission of Baiogula, at the
thirty-first parallel of latitude ;% and it extends down
that stream towards the gulf of Mexico. It has
seemed best to explain these matters somewhat fully,
because the individual facts here specified will be re-
ferred to in what is to be hereafter narrated concern-
ing New France.

There remains unknown to Europeans, up to the
present time, an immense portion of Canada, beyond
the Mississippi river, situated beneath a milder sky,
well-inhabited, and abounding in animal and vege-
table life; the whole, deprived of true life and of sal-
vation. This region calls to the generous soldiers of
Christ. So is it, likewise, [324] with another region
far dissimilar to that, around the frozen Hudson bay,
from the fifty-fifth parallel to the sixtieth or seven-
tieth; lying at the north, plunged in snows and
frosts, it even more justly implores aid, as it is
afflicted by more weighty ills. Here the Society, a
few years ago, first began to plant its footsteps.
That day will dawn, I hope, when it shall break
through the barriers of dangers and toils. Not
without great exertion are the gates of Tartarus,
which hold burdened souls in unmerited bondage,
broken down; nor did the Canadian Mission itself,
now flourishing with so many settlements, all at once
attain its full development. Grievously, through
sixteen years did it, so to speak, stick in a rough



